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President’s Remarks:
President’s Report 2018

I am looking forward to a great summer season.
I am pleased to report that we have grown slightly
to over 93 members and that is a positive step. As
we move forward and continue to strive for
membership growth please remember to
encourage folks to join even if they don’t own a
Haflinger. An associate membership is only
$23.81 and once they get their feet wet they might
even take the plunge and buy one. It is everyone’s
responsibility to spread the word. We, the owners,
are the best ambassadors of this amazing horse so
don’t be afraid to talk about your horses when you are approached at an event.
I ask that you please get out and support your provincial association’s events and the Fairs that have Haflinger
classes. Exposure is what it is all about. Once someone sees what a Haflinger can be and do, you are more likely
to influence their next horse purchase and you get to have fun doing it!
I am still seeing many requests for re-establishing a Haflinger’s identification, with papers being lost or
transfers just not done. The constitution stipulates that the seller is responsible for the transfer. Many folks just
print off the transfer form, and since they aren’t a member hand the transfer form to the purchaser with the
registration papers and leave it up to the purchaser. This happens even when the seller is a CHA member. When
selling a horse the members transfer fee of $25.71 should be considered part of the cost of doing business.
Identification requests costs our volunteers a lot of time and energy as well as additional costs from the CRLC
for tracking and research. We are a six generation purebred registry and as such we need proper transfers done
to assure each new owner that they’re getting the horse they paid for and that breeding stock is still in the
registry.
I would like introduce Lianne Applebey our newest member of the executive team. She brings a lot of
professional experience and knowledge to our crew and will handle the secretarial function and promotions
moving forward.
We are launching a Picasso art contest for kids 5 to 15 to get kids and grandkids involved in the Chatter.
Additional details can be found in this issue.
Remember safety first and get out there and enjoy your horses!
Steve Armstrong

Letter from the Editor
Hi everyone,
Hope everyone, who attended, enjoyed the AGM and learned a little bit from our
guest speaker Dr. David Grant.
Now that the warmer weather is here, spring training and lambing season are in
full swing. My mare Macy GHJ will be going into the next jumper division up from
last year (from 2’ to 2’3” 2’6”). It has been an amazing winter show season for
Macy and I earning 5th place overall (for 5 shows) in the 2’ jumper division. May
long weekend was be a bit of a break for me from training and Lambing. We were
doing horse camping at Ganaraska Forest. I would also like to welcome Lianne
Appleby, a new member to the CHA as a director and the Haflinger world.
Enjoy your chatter and thank you who sent in stories and let me use pictures. I
can always use more. Just email me and send me what you have. I would also
like to know if you would rather have your copy of the chatter sent to you
electronically. Just email me and let me know.
Jasmin Fisher

CHA UPDATES
Hello everyone,
There is not too much new happening at the CHA at this moment. Last meeting was our re-organisational
meeting where we welcomed our new committee member Lianne Appleby who took on the secretary position.
Advertisement with the Canadian Horse Journal is going well but it is still a bit early to tell if there is any impact.
Our new brochure is also in the works and is taking a bit longer than expected, but it will be out and it will be
great. Our website is also updated and up and running. We are working on a few things for our member.
We would appreciate some ideas on how we can serve you better. Hope you all enjoy your summer and we will
hopefully have more exciting updates in the fall.
Thank you for your support and loyalty
Your Canadian Haflinger Association Committee.

Provincial Updates
Ontario
Hello Everyone
The Ontario Haflinger Association is working hard to bring more social events to our members. Starting off the
year with a Horsemanship clinic on May 26th.
Keith and Gladys Hodgins have agreed to host the OHA for a ride and drive June 10th 2018. We will be meeting
at noon and heading out for a ride/drive through their property and have a potluck dinner after wards. We have
also implemented a points system for four of our local fair Haflinger shows and will are handing out rewards at

the year end social. We are hoping to get together more over the summer to bring our Haflinger family closer
together.
Your directors are:
President: David Johnson Tel: 519-870-9047
Secretary: Isolde Koeppe Tel:905-648-2733
Nancy Armstrong Tel: 519-755-4947
Cathy Lemire, Tel: 905-765-2393
Jeff Thiel Tel:519-319-8021

Vice Pres: Jack Andrews Tel:705-329-0751
Treasurer: Martina Arth Tel: 905-520-9349
Jasmin Fisher, Tel: 905-765-8425
Mike Ready, Tel: 519-393-5886

NOVA SCOTIA HAFLINGER CLUB
Nova Scotia Winter in Nova Scotia has not been too hard on us this year and the spring peepers are a definitive
sign of spring. The NSHC has activities planned for the coming months. In May the Club will be making
donations to the IWK Hospital Telethon. This is a major fundraising event for ‘sick kids’ and we are proud to be
part of it. On June 9th and 10th we will participate in the Spring Draft Show in Lawrencetown. This is a fun
show and an opportunity to get your horses ready for show season. There will be a general meeting on Saturday
around supper time on June 9th. We encourage all members to come out and join in the fun, with or without
your Haflinger.
President: Gillian Allan
Vice Pres: Cyril Durling
Secretary: Holly Stillwell
Treasurer: Janet Trimper
Directors: Ardith Hatch, Deanie Parks and Tim Bowser

CHA Welcomes Lianne Appleby to the Board
Lianne Appleby became a member of CHA in 2017 after purchasing two
Haflinger mares – full sisters and a driving team - and wanting to learn more
about this wonderful breed (she also has a Welsh pony named Clarabelle!).
Her interest in learning more about Haflingers and becoming involved in the
association brought her to the 2018 AGM where she met many of the CHA
members.
With an extensive background in agricultural communications and
government relations, Lianne is now secretary of the association. If you have
any questions, Lianne will be your first point of contact and can find the
answers you need quickly. Please drop her an email at l.appleby@live.ca.

CANADIAN HAFLINGER ASSOCAITION
“LITTLE PICASSO HAFLINGER ARTWORK CONTEST”

Hey Kids!
Do you love Haflingers? Do you like drawing and painting and generally being crafty? Well then - we need
your help!
The Canadian Haflinger Association is asking kids aged 5-15 to send in their best artwork of Haflinger
horses. You may even get your picture on the cover of The



Chatter!!
If you send in a collage, remember to ask an adult before
you use scissors - or have an adult help you!
Always use non-toxic glue!

Here’s what you need to do:

Paint, draw or create a collage of Haflinger horses on a regular
8.5 by 11-inch piece of paper. This could be a Haffie grazing
on your grandparent’s farm, in a harness class at a local
Use typical 8.5 x 11-inch sized paper (we need to be able to
show, somebody you know out riding their Haffie – or, it
scan it)!
could be a picture you’ve drawn based on one you saw in The
Avoid using glitter glue or anything that would make it
hard for us to scan your masterpiece into a digital format
Chatter or another horsey magazine!
On the back of your artwork, write down your name, age,
where you’re from - and why you like Haflinger horses
Once you’re finished, get an adult to help you put it in a largesized envelope (don’t fold it!) and mail it to the address below…
Check future issues of The Chatter and our website to look for your artwork!
PLEASE REMEMBER TO…




YOU COULD BE FAMOUS!!

GET CRACKING!! WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOUR CREATIONS!!

MAILING ADDRESS:
Canadian Haflinger Association
c/o Lianne Appleby
6850 1st Line
RR #3
Fergus, ON N1M 2W4

Become a Steward of your Equine Environment
We manage manure production, pasture use and water use on our farms to reduce costs, reduce pollution,
increase yields and create a pleasing environment for us and our equines. We can see and control these aspects
of our farms, whether they are for one or two horses, a boarding facility or a larger operation mixed with other
farm animals. What we can’t directly control is the impact of global climate change on our equine environment.
The impact of global climate change on our equine environment is a much bigger picture than the water
management, manure management, and pasture management of our farms and local areas. The increased
severity of flooding as seen in the US and Canada after the hurricane season or during spring runoff impacts
horses and the equine environment. Severe drought conditions which triggers catastrophic wildfires impacts
horses and the equine environment. Less severe winters encourages the spread of insects such as tick carrying
lyme disease, and mosquito carrying East
and West Nile Virus which affect our horses.
Global Climate Change is and will impact all
of us and our equines. 1
We need to be having discussions about the
big picture of Global Climate Change.
Reducing CO2 emissions, the Paris Climate
Accord, less reliance on fossil fuels, and the
reluctance by some countries to recognize
Global Climate Change or participate in
active CO2 reductions, are issues that will
have serious implications for us and our
equine's future.
Working with your Haflinger can sometimes be a challenge. Here is another type of challenge I ask you to take.
Assess
your
environmental
footprint
by
taking
the
footprint-calculator
at
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/resources/footprint-calculator. This give you an idea of how many earths it
takes to sustain your lifestyle. It is an eye opening activity. Take a look at your lifestyle and think about ways
that you can personally become a good steward of your equine environment.
What can you do to really reduce CO2 emissions? Support government decisions to become less reliant on
fossil fuels? Become less reliant on energy that is produced by fossil fuels or burning fuels? Does this mean not
taking a holiday flight to warmer climates in winter? We Canadians tend to sit back and say "I'm sorry, it couldn’t
be helped" Maybe we need to have a stiffer backbone and sit up and say "Not on my watch!"
Gillian Allan
1 https://www.equisearch.com/DiscoverHorses/climate-change-and-horse-health

Haflingers discovering Ganaraska Trails
Victoria Day weekend has become a tradition for myself, my daughter and a few of my friends,
it has also been a tradition for some other fellow Haflinger friends for many years. I was
introduced to the beautiful trails of Ganaraska Park by Nancy Armstrong and I am glad she did.
Hours of trails that include steep hills, climbing over logs, encountering ATV’s and bikes, the
most incredible view from the highest point and of course sitting around the campfire with our
Ganaraska Family. Sharing lots of laughs, stories, snacks and drinks. Here are some pictures
off our amazing weekend.

Ganaraska Park
Victoria Day Long
Weekend
2018

Finding the Right Bit: A Matter of Patience and Respect.
In your hands, you hold your horse’s emotions.
With the reins and the bit you are not only able to provide your horse with information about where you wish to go, how
you wish his posture to change or how fast or slow to move. With the reins and the bit you impact directly a horse’s sense
of self, his safety, his wellbeing and his desire to be present with you in the work. How light and careful or demanding and
brutal you are affects not only your horse’s mouth and body but his understanding of the training relationship. It reveals
your true self to him and it can lift him up or discourage him profoundly.
Therefore our choice of bit and how we use it is something we have to give thought to daily. It is important to be aware of,
and not take our horse’s mouth for granted. Bitting is very much an art and a science, like saddle fitting, shoeing or
trimming. It demands we take into consideration the morphology of our horse’s mouth. There are many variables to
consider:
Our horses can have:
-thick tongues
-thin tongues
-wide tongues
-narrow tongues
-wide jaw
-narrow jaw
-high palate
-low palate
-fleshy palate
-long lips
-small lips
-etc...
In our horse’s mouth the landscape may be quite
different from what we pre-suppose a horse’s mouth
“should” be like. It is important we learn to gently open
our horse’s mouth safely (your vet can teach you) and
check his oral cavity. Check the folds of his mouth, his
tongue, gums and the roof of his palate for damages.
Know what a healthy color is for him, look for bruises
and blood. Mouth injuries can happen at any time.
The conformation of the horse’s mouth will dictate how
thin or thick the bit needs to be or how curved - a thick
bit is not always kinder, nor is a thin bit harsher. It all depends.
In my tack room, I have a large box with over a hundred bits. Half are for educational purposes for what NOT to use on
any horse. The other half are bits that have been suitable for a horse at some point, and I keep them because they may
suit another horse someday.
I am flexible in my approach but in general, I am a fan of the eggbutt snaffle that has a small joint and a gentle curve. I find
a simple D ring snaffle (with a small joint and gentle curve) is also suitable provided the point on the D are NOT sharp and
do not poke the horses face when turning left or right. This is something I find riders rarely think about but it happens often
when a rider does not have even contact, soft or not.
The joint in the middle of the bit is of upmost importance - a large or flat joint can dig into the tongue and also dig into the
fleshy part in the horse’s palate, even worse if the horse has a low flat palate.
It is important that the noseband is not done up too tightly - a 2 finger gap allows enough room for the horse to open his
mouth slightly if the bit does touch the roof of his mouth because if the noseband is done up tight the horse could bruise
his palate.

The shape of the bit’s branches is also important to the horse’s comfort. The branches should be slightly curved, not
straight. Why? In my observation, when contact is taken on the reins with a straight bit it:
-Makes a triangle shape in the horse’s mouth and the middle joint pokes the horse’s palate.
- The bit compresses the lower jaw.
On the other hand, a bit with too harsh a curve will put unnecessary pressure on the horse’s tongue. Even small actions in
the contact will result in the bit rubbing too hard on the tongue and compressing the tongue towards one side of the jaw
more than the other.
I do not like loose ring snaffles very much because in my experience, they can pinch a horse’s lips and because when the
rings are loose unlike an eggbutt they do not offer any support to the mouthpiece of the bit which drops in the horse’s
mouth. (see photo).
A bit with loose rings can be a good bit for a sensitive, experienced rider who has consistent, light and even contact but it
is not suitable for beginner riders or riders with young horses because the young horses tend to play too much with this
kind of bit and they do not learn to take the contact. I estimate about 60% of young horses come to me with this bitting
issue.
When I purchase bits I examine them very carefully. I have noticed that many bits are not balanced properly. One branch
may be heavier than the other so the design is not identical, sometimes one branch will curve differently than the other.
The joints are often different sizes too. This is uncomfortable for our horse.
A dirty bit with encrusted old food matter or sweat is not just unsanitary and risk irritating our horse’s mouth, it is
disrespectful as is a dirty or old saddle pad with hard or torn seams that rub the horses back. All equipment that interface
with our horse’s body should be clean, smooth and in the very best condition.
It is important to keep in mind that because a bit should fit in theory, it may not in practice.
A horse can still dislike a bit that seems perfect for his mouth conformation.
For example: Chantelle’s horse Mickey has a very delicate but soft mouth, a narrow jaw, flat tongue, small lips and low
palate. Mickey was started in a side pull bitless bridle for the first three months of his training under saddle so he would
not have any negative experience with the bit while he learned to adjust to carrying a rider and learned to respond to
direction and gait cues. Then, we introduced him to a simple medium sized light eggbutt snaffle which we liked. However,
even though it was the perfect fit for Mickey’s mouth, after a couple of rides, we knew it wasn’t suitable for him at that
stage of his training. How did we know? He wanted to travel with his head too low, as though he was being weighed
down. We switched him to an old favourite, a fine, gently curved, soft metal eggbutt snaffle. Mickey took to that lighter,
fine, soft metal bit and so far we have not looked back.
The lesson here is that it is not always about what the “perfect fit” is either…. It’s a combination of fitting the morphology of
the mouth AND how the horse likes and responds to the bit.
Because fitting bits has both a physical and a mental dimension, it is extremely important to allow horses the time to
adjust when we decide to introduce a bit or a new bit to them and not make assumptions about what will fit them based on
previous history.
When we look at bits, they may look quite identical to us. One bit may appear to be a little thicker or a little thinner but the
design will look the same to our eye. Or the difference between bits may be more obvious, we may be looking at a bit with
one joint and a bit with two joints but because both bits are the same thickness we may put them into the same mental
box and make assumptions about their comfort and purpose based on what our eyes tell us.
In reality, it does not matter what we see or even how a bit feels when we test it on our arm or our shin. Even a change we
think is minor may feel like a very big change to the horse. Very small variation in shape, size, texture will get magnified in
the horse’s mouth and he will need time to get accustomed to the new feel and decide if he likes it - or not.
At La Mancha if we decide to try another bit because one of our horses is telling us its current bit is no longer working
(horses tell us this by becoming fidgety, not wanting to take the contact, becoming heavy, etc) we do it carefully and with
patience over several days. We do not change a bit for the sake of novelty or because of trends or what a friend or trainer
told us. We listen to our horse. If our horse is going well and is calm in his mouth, if our dentist doesn’t see any bitting
issues when he checks our horse’s teeth - we do not need to change the bit.

First, we double check that our horse does not have any of the injuries we mentioned previously. When we are satisfied
that there is no physical issue, on Day One, we install the new bit on our horse’s usual bridle (one he is comfortable in, we
do not want to change too many variables at once) and we make sure the bridle is re-adjusted to fit correctly with the new
bit. Then we:
- Spend time walking with a soft contact and then on that first day, we keep the training very simple.
- We do not teach new things and we do not practice movements that are not already confirmed and easy for our horse.
- We give our horse a nice simple ride, we forgive mistakes that he does not normally make.
- We do not insist that our horse perform exactly as usual or carry his head and neck exactly as usual.
- If our horse wants to carry his head a little higher or a little lower then we allow for this different posture. Our horse is
simply trying to adjust himself to the new bit and we want to support him during that adjustment period, not work against
him.
- We take our horse walking out in the field or around the property for a walk with a soft, even contact so that he can feel
the new equipment without being in “work mode”- we want to feel what the contact is like when our horse’s mouth and
mind are relaxed.
On Day Two and Three we do very much the same.
By Day 4, most horses who like their new bit start to feel settled and show us that they are comfortable in their working
posture. This is an important moment in time for us and it demands patience. Why? Because even though our horse is
giving us every sign that the new bit is working, we still cannot quite start working again as we did before changing the bit.
We have to keep in mind that our horse is still adjusting to the new bit as we begin teaching new things to him again and
ask more of him. We have to be mindful of what we ask and how our horse responds as it takes a couple of weeks before
a horse is back to feeling 100% comfortable with a new bit in their mouth.
How do we tell if our horse doesn’t like a new bit?
We know - and pretty early on. Because we have been very careful on Day One and Two we know that the new reactions
are mostly from this new object in their mouth. If our horse who never threw his head up and down suddenly starts to - he
doesn’t like the bit- this is simple to see.
If he is more fidgety than before and hasn’t settled in the first Two Days - he more than likely won’t settle.
If he is becoming too heavy or sucking back - this is probably not the bit for him.
In conclusion: In our every interaction with our horse’s mouth we are considerate. This is especially true when we ask our
horse to take the bit or remove the bit. We do not push the metal against its teeth while pushing a finger harshly in its
mouth to force him to take the bit and we do not clang the bit on its way out of its mouth. We teach our horse to open wide
for the bit and we hold the bit for him when we remove it so his experience is pleasant.
NOTE: These are one horseman’s thoughts and experiences. Yours may differ and that is fine, we are not looking for
arguments or debates. In addition, it is not possible or wise to make specific recommendations about a horse’s bitting
need without seeing the horse in person so this Note is general in nature by necessity.
As we indicated throughout the text, your horse is the one who you should listen to when it comes to bits and in our
experience, paying attention to your contact and using common sense go a long way in creating positive bitting
experiences for horses.
PS: Thank you Chantelle Matthews Dressage for writing this piece with Manolo.
FOR WELL BALANCED Bits we recommend: http://www.kenmillerbitspur.com/ Note, Ken does not sponsor us, this
endorsement is simply based on our use of his excellent bits. When you contact him, say you would like a snaffle bit
similar to the ones Manolo orders.

Credit for the article goes to Chantelle Matthews Dressage and Manolo Mendez Dressage
Photo Credit: Kathryn Barrett
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Story courtesy of The Carriage Journal Vol 10, No 3, Winter 1973

Photo credits
Cover photo: Eloise Brulotte-Dulude and her Haflinger Nelson GF. Photo credit: Myriam Beaule
Page 2 photo: Jack Andrews with his 4 horse hitch. Photo credit: Gayle Andrews
Page 3 photos: Stephen Armstrong and his Haflinger. Photo Credit: Jordana Armstrong
Jasmin Fisher and Nemo and Katelyn Fisher and Topline Mavis Photo Credit: Simone Bridget
Page 6 photo: Lianne Appleby and Heritage Cahlua Photo credit: Manuel Ferreira
Page 8 photo: Protecting our Watershed Photo Credit: Wallace River Photography
Page 9 photo: Haflinger at Ganaraska; Nancy Armstrong, Austin Bergsma and Jasmin Fisher Photo credit: various
Page 13 photo: Haflinger picture collection:
6 – 2.5yro Marley Wisse with Madori HA of Alberta Family Horses, AB
1 – Harry Trimber and Amos & Lilly of Timber Top Farms, NS photo: Lisa Clements
4 – Harry Trimber and Amos Photo Credit: Lisa Clements
3 – Barb Festeryga and Justin with Catrina JWA Photo Credit: Jasmin Fisher
9 – Nancy Armstrong and Nasdaq photo credit: N/A
10 – Guillaume Poitras and Candy Cane of Haflinger du Fjord, Baie-st-Catherines, QC Photo Credit: N/A
7 – Madison Harding and Jenny Photo Credit: Jenny Porkolab
8 – Harry Trimber and Amos Photo Credit: Lisa Clements
11 – Jack Andrews and Dave Johnson and their teams Photo Credit: Nancy Armstrong
2 – Hetty Hird and Nifty Photo Credit: Lainie Hanlon
5 – Heinz Sieber and Funny & Heidi Photo Credit: Jasmin Fisher
NOTE: Pictures are a bit mixed up but I had to make some changes and changing the numbers to each pic was
easier than doing it all over again. Thanks for understanding.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
CHA DECAL FOR SALE
The Canadian Haflinger Association is offering our new decal for sale. Easy to install on your car, truck
or trailer. Comes in grey and white. $5+HST and shipping. Contact Janet Trimper at
janet.trimper@eastlink.ca

L.F. match for a mare. Should be about 60” tall, modern built, light
to medium chestnut. Mare or Gelding. Mare in question in the
pictures.
Contact: Janet Trimber at (902)825-6088.

Stallion Advertisement
Standing at Stud in Alberta
Maple Lane Newton
This handsome guy stands 56” tall and is a complete gentleman. He passes on his willingness
and patience on to his offspring. He is kind and respectful to the mares.
Stud fee is $500 LFG
Mare care is $100/mare for a max of 2 cycles. Pasture breeding only. No frozen semen at this
time.
Contact Pascelle Wisse (Alberta Family Horses) 1-403-363-2621 for more info.
Some of his offspring:

FISHER HEATING INC
-

Installation
Sales & Service
Heating & Cooling – Gas & Oil
Specializing in Boilers and Infloor Heating
Barns, Shops, Commercial and Residential

256 Wigton Street
Caledonia, ON
(905) 765 - 0025
(905) 765 – 8425
Email: fisherheatinginc@sympatico.ca

GRAND RIVER FARMS
Collin and Jasmin Fisher

Quality Naturally Raised Lamb
Registered Haflinger Horses
1105 4th Line
Caledonia, ON
N3W2B4
Tel: (905) 765-8425
Email: grandriverhaffies@outlook.com

